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As the national horse population continues to grow, more and more horses are being confined to small
areas near cities and suburbs. These areas can be a source of soil erosion and water quality problems un-
less proper erosion control and other management practices are followed. Confined horses and their envi-
ronment need care. Horse ownership really means a daily commitment of time for feeding, grooming,
health care and management of paddocks, stables, and pastures.

A Planned Program for Small Pastures

Small pasture management is a long term commitment for keeping
your horse healthy and for maintaining environmental quality.
Planning is important in developing your property to keep a horse
and the following should be considered.

x  The size and type of pasture will dictate the number of horses
you can support.

x Irrigated pasture requires a sufficient water supply.
x A pasture will not supply entire diet needs; supplemental feed-
ing is required.
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x  Fence off an area of your pasture for a paddock.

Establishing Your Pasture system may require some sort of protective barrier to
prevent horses from damaging pipes, valves, sprinklers
Irrigated Pasture or themselves.

Once the irrigation and drainage system is complete, a
. . seedbed should be prepared. Being careful not to
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pasture requires an adequate and reliable water sup-

ply. Irrigated pasture requires a minimum of five gal- Continued on page 3

lons per minute per acre.

Whether or not to establish irrigated pasture is the

If flood irrigation is to be used, the land must be lev-
eled and graded. The slope length and width of the
checks or irrigation runs depends on the soil type and
head of water. A water supply of ten gallons per mi-
nute per acre is needed for flood irrigation.

A sprinkler irrigation system may require less surface
grading but is more expensive initially than border
irrigation systems. Sprinkler irrigation has the ad-
vantage where water supply is expensive or limited to
five-to-eight gallons per minute, the soil shallow or
sandy, terrain rough or steep. A permanent sprinkler




